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AMIGOS BRAVOS  BADLANDS CONSERVATION ALLIANCE  BIRD ALLIANCE OF OREGON  CASCADIA  
WILDLANDS  CENTER FOR BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY  CITIZENS FOR A HEALTHY COMMUNITY  CLIMATE 
JUSTICE ALLIANCE  COALITION FOR CLEAN AFFORDABLE ENERGY  COLUMBIA RIVERKEEPER  COOK 

INLETKEEPER  DEVIL’S SPRING RANCH  DINÉ CARE  DOUGLAS COUNTY GLOBAL WARMING COALITION 
 EARTHWORKS  ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION INFORMATION CENTER  FAMILIES FOR A LIVABLE 

CLIMATE  FRIENDS OF THE EARTH  FRIENDS OF THE INYO   FRIENDS OF THE SHASTA RIVER  FRIENDS 
OF THE WILD SWAN  GALLATIN WILDLIFE ASSOCIATION  GILA RESOURCES INFORMATION PROJECT  

GREAT BASIN WATER NETWORK  GREEN LATINOS  GREEN LATINOS NEW MEXICO   HEALTHY CLIMATE 
NEW MEXICO  HIGH COUNTRY CONSERVATION ADVOCATES  KLAMATH-SISKIYOU WILANDS COUNCIL   

LOS PADRES FORESTWATCH  MONTANA ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION CENTER  MONTANA HEALTH 
PROFESSIONALS FOR A HEALTHY CLIMATE  MOUNT SHASTA BIOREGIONAL ECOLOGY CENTER  NAEVA  

NEW MEXICO ACEQUIA ASSOCIATION  NEW MEXICO INTERFAITH POWER AND LIGHT  NEW MEXICO 
VOICES FOR CHILDREN  NEW MEXICO WILD  NM CAFe – COMMUNITIES EN ACCIÓN Y DE FE  NM NATIVE 
VOTE  NORTH CASCADES CONSERVATION COUNCIL  NORTHEAST OREGON ECOSYSTEMS  NORTHWEST 
ENVIRONMENTAL ADVOCATES  NUESTRA TIERRA CONSERVATION PROJECT  OLYMPIC PARK ADVOCATES 

 ORANGE COUNTY COASTKEEPER  OREGON WILD  PARK COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL COUNCIL  
PARTNERSHIP FOR EARTH SPIRTUALITY  PEOPLE AND POLLINATORS ACTION NETWORK  ROGUE 

RIVERKEEPER  SAN JUAN CITIZENS ALLIANCE  SAN LUIS VALLEY ECOSYSTEM COUNCIL  SIERRA CLUB – 
MONTANA CHAPTER  SODA MOUNTAIN WILDERNESS COUNCIL  SOUTHEAST ALASKA CONSERVATION 

COUNCIL  SPOKANE RIVERKEEPER  THE GLOBAL WARMING EXPRESS  TRI-VALLEY COMMUNITIES 
AGAINST A RADIOACTIVE ENVIRONMENT – CAREs  TUALATIN RIVERKEEPERS   UMPQUA NATURAL 

LEADERSHIP SCIENCE HUB  UMPQUA VALLEY AUDUBON SOCIETY  UMPQUA WATERSHEDS   WATER 
POLICY PATHWAYS  WESTERN ENVIRONMENTAL LAW CENTER    WESTERN ORGANIZATION OF RESOURCE 

COUNCILS  WESTERN SLOPE CONSERVATION CENTER  WESTERN WATERSHEDS PROJECT  WHITE 
MOUNTAIN CONSERVATION LEAGUE  WILD CONNECTIONS  WILDEARTH GUARDIANS   

WILDERNESS WORKSHOP  WILLAMETTE RIVERKEEPER  WYOMING WILDERNESS ASSOCIATION 
 

April 16, 2026 

The Honorable Charles Schumer The Honorable Hakeem Jeffries 

Senate Minority Leader House Minority Leader 

 

The Honorable Sheldon Whitehouse The Honorable Martin Heinrich 

Ranking Member Ranking Member 

Environment & Public Works Committee  Energy & Natural Resources Committee   

 

Dear Members of Congress:  

The 73 undersigned organizations and their more than 2.6 million members and supporters represent 
climate, community, conservation, faith, and Indigenous interests from across the country with a deep 

connection to the western U.S. For many of us, this region is our home, some since time immemorial.  

We write in strong opposition to congressional permitting reform legislation. We urge you to reject 

permitting reform in this Congress for what it is: a reactive capitulation to energy and technology 

industry demands and the Trump administration’s deliberately engineered regulatory chaos. There is 

simply no precedent for what this administration has wrought, and permitting reform proposals under 

consideration—which scapegoat environmental laws—will only deepen the harm. Below, we offer an 

alternative path centered on ecological and community considerations. 
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Our position is predicated on that fact that, given Congress’ ideological composition and alignment 

with the Trump administration’s agenda, any permitting legislation that could conceivably emerge 

from this Congress and be signed into law by the president would unacceptably erode bedrock 

community and environmental safeguards, exclude the public from federal decision making, and 
diminish the transparency and accountability now demanded of government agencies by federal law. 

Such legislation would undercut trust and credibility with the public, inducing a backlash against 

long-needed green infrastructure development even as it would fail to provide a path through the 

administration’s blockade of renewable energy projects. This is particularly so given the beneficiaries 

of permitting reform are industries aligned with the administration’s agenda—many of which are 

building out a plague of fossil fuel-powered AI data centers—or can be forced into submission.  

The Trump administration’s conduct vividly underscores these risks. In recent weeks, it paid an 

energy company, TotalEnergies, nearly $1 billion to surrender offshore wind leases under the 

condition it redirect that capital to fossil fuel development in the Gulf of Mexico. It then convened 

the “God Squad,” a cabinet-level panel that, under the false pretext of national security and without 
satisfying legal requirements, exempted oil and gas industry operations in the entire Gulf of Mexico 

from the Endangered Species Act, condemning imperiled species to a heightened risk of extinction.  

The same week the “God Squad” made its decision, the Trump administration initiated a process to 

overturn Public Land Order 7923, a 2023 decision by then-Secretary of the Interior Deb Haaland to 

protect 336,425 acres of public lands located within 10 miles of Chaco Culture National Historical 

Park’s boundaries from new oil and gas leasing and development—a hard-fought protection for the 

region’s landscape and its communities, in particular Diné and Pueblo. And, just last week, the 

administration canceled 165,000 acres of emerging national forest and public lands protections to 

safeguard New Mexico’s Upper Pecos River Watershed from new mineral and mining exploitation. 
Permitting reform legislation would make it far easier to exploit these two beloved regions, risking 

rushed decisions that would cause grave harm to community and environmental values without full 

consideration of impacts, action to avoid and minimize harm, or meaningful public involvement—all 

while compromising the public’s access to effective redress through the courts.  

 

As evidenced by the staggering array of deregulatory rescissions that arise across domains—from 

public lands and wildlife to clean air and water—these actions are not an anomaly but, rather, a 

confirmation that the administration holds an intransigent hostility to renewables, the environment, 

and communities that have long suffered from our country’s fossil fuel-centered energy policies. 

None of the legislative concepts under consideration of Congress—including reactive ideas to 
provide for permitting “certainty” and “parity”—address what is ultimately not a question of law or 

policy, but an abuse of power.  

Congress has not checked this abuse—it has enabled it. Congress used the 2025 Reconciliation Bill 

to elevate resource extraction over conservation as the de facto dominant use of public lands. Other 

legislation politicizes the protection of imperiled species, seeking to legislatively delist species rather 

than trust the Endangered Species Act’s well-considered directive that expert wildlife agencies make 

decisions based on the best available science with public involvement. Further, the U.S. House has 

passed ill-conceived legislation, such as the Standardizing Permitting and Expediting Economic 

Development Act, H.R. 4776, in December 2025 that would, if passed into law, further entrench 

fossil fuels and compromise environmental and community protections. 
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The dynamic in the U.S. Senate is not much better. Permitting reform discussions—as evidenced by a 

hearing held by the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee on January 28, 2026—have 

swept aside ecological and community values and fixated exclusively on energy and technology 

development interests. Further, the chairman of the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee, 
Senator Mike Lee (R-UT), has weaponized the Congressional Review Act in an attempt to unravel 

millions of acres of public lands protections provided by a resource management plan developed 

after years of public input. This action, coming on the heels of several other Congressional Review 

Act resolutions eliminating resource management plans, is illustrative of Congress’ intrusion into 

matters best left to expert agencies with public involvement, not congressional politics. Sen. Lee, 

notably, has also continued to pursue legislation to sell public lands to private interests.  

While legislators may compartmentalize these issues in their minds, the public does not. We see this 

moment in its brutal, cumulative totality. So too does industry as they profit from the people and 

places we love. Put simply, Congress, given its composition, is not part of the solution but, rather, 

actively contributing to the problem. Permitting reform, as now conceived, is a continuation of 
problematic legislative action that favors energy and technology interests over the public interest and 

a strategic mistake that would further undermine trust and clarity in U.S. energy, environmental 

protection, and permitting law and policy.  

It is also a fundamental misdiagnosis of the challenges and opportunities presented by the climate 

crisis and energy transition, scapegoating bedrock environmental laws for permitting delays caused 

by limited agency capacity, ineffective agency coordination, and industry itself. This misdiagnosis 

has averted attention from high-value opportunities to: (1) shape energy, technology, and 

infrastructure development for the better; (2) cultivate a healthy permitting ecosystem centered on 

well-resourced, mission-driven agencies and upstream planning and oversight; and (3) guide swift 

and effective downstream permitting—all without compromising public interest safeguards.   

Rather than press forward with ill-fated legislation in this fraught moment, we therefore ask that you 

stand with us in defense of climate action and the public lands, waters and wildlife, and communities 

of the West. It is this fight—in this moment—that can build shared trust and set the conditions for 

constructive legislation that strengthens and revitalizes the federal government’s capacity to serve the 

public interest. This means, to us, the buildout, protection, and restoration of green infrastructure 

(built or natural) and the full integration of ecological and community considerations into climate and 

energy policy as a precondition of our ability to thrive in kinship with an abundant world.  

We look forward to that opportunity. 

Respectfully, 

 
Erik Schlenker-Goodrich 

Executive Director 

Western Environmental Law Center 

Taos, New Mexico 
 

 
[signatories on next page] 
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On behalf of: 

 

Rachel Conn 

Deputy Director 
Amigos Bravos 

Taos, New Mexico 

 

Shannon Straight 

Executive Director 

Badlands Conservation Alliance 

Bismark, North Dakota 

 

Joe Leibezeit 

Statewide Conservation Director 
Bird Alliance of Oregon 

Portland, Oregon 

 

Grace Brahler Newsome 

Wildlands Director 

Cascadia Wildlands 

Eugene, Oregon 

 

Brett Hartl 
Government Affairs Director 

Center for Biological Diversity 

Washington, D.C. 

 

Natasha Leger 

Executive Director 

Citizens for a Healthy Community 

Paonia, Colorado 

 

Mar Zepeda 
Legislative Director 

Climate Action Alliance 

Los Angeles, California 

 

Cara Lynch 

Attorney 

Citizens for Clean, Affordable Energy 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 

 

Audrey Leonard 

Staff Attorney 
Columbia Riverkeeper 

Columbia River Basin 

 

Loren Barrett 

Co-Executive Director 

Cook Inletkeeper 

Homer, Alaska 

 

Don Shreiber 

Owner 
Devil’s Spring Ranch 

Blanco, New Mexico 

 

Robyn Jackson 

Executive Director 

Diné CARE 

Window Rock, Arizona 

 

Stuart Liebowitz 
Facilitator 

Douglas County Global Warming Coalition 

Roseburg, Oregon 

 

Lauren Pagel 

Policy Director 

Earthworks 

Washington, D.C. 

 

Tom Wheeler 
Executive Director 

Environmental Protection Information Center 

Arcata, California 

 

Sarah Lundquist 

Executive Director 

Families for a Livable Climate 

Missoula, Montana 
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Hallie Templeton 

Legal Director 

Friends of the Earth 

Washington, D.C. 
 

Wendy Schneider 

Executive Director 

Friends of the Inyo 

Inyo & Mono Counties, California 

 

Nick Joslin 

President 

Friends of the Shasta River 

Yreka, California 
 

Arlene Montgomery 

Program Director 

Friends of the Wild Swan 

Bigfork, Montana 

 

Clinton Nagel 

President 

Gallatin Wildlife Association 
Bozeman, Montana 

 

Allyson Siwik 

Gila Resources Information Project 

Silver City, New Mexico 

 

Kyle Roerink 

Executive Director 

Great Basin Water Network 

Baker, Nevada 
 

Irene Burga 

Climate Justice Director 

GreenLatinos 

Los Angeles, California 

 

Carlos Matutes 

New Mexico State Director 

GreenLatinos New Mexico 

Sandia Park, New Mexico 
 

Ashley Proud 

Executive Director 

Healthy Climate New Mexico 

Santa Fe, New Mexico 
 

Jon Hare 

Advocacy Director 

High Country Conservation Advocates 

Crested Butte, Colorado 

 

Michael Dotson 

Executive Director 

Klamath-Siskiyou Wildlands Center 

Ashland, Oregon 
 

Carla Mena 

Director of Policy & Legislative Affairs 

Los Padres ForestWatch 

Santa Barbara, California 

 

Derf Johnson 

Deputy Director 

Montana Environmental Information Center 
Helena, Montana 

 

Lori Byron 

Board Chair 

Montana Health Professionals for a Healthy 

Climate 

Red Lodge, Montana 

 

Nick Joslin 

Policy and Advocacy Director 
Mount Shasta Bioregional Ecology Center 

Mount Shasta, California 

 

Ahtza Chavez 

Executive Director 

Naeva 

Albuquerque & Farmington, New Mexico 

 

Paula Garcia 

Executive Director 
New Mexico Acequia Association 

Santa Fe, New Mexico 
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Clara Sims 

Assistant Executive Director 

New Mexico Interfaith Power and Light 

New Mexico 
 

Sally Paez 

Staff Attorney 

New Mexico Wild 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 

 

Sylvia Ulloa 

Executive Director 

NM CAFe – Comunidades en Accion y de Fe 

Las Cruces, New Mexico 
 

Ahtza Chavez 

Executive Director 

NM Native Vote 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 

 

Jacob Vigil 

Chief Legislative Officer 

New Mexico Voices for Children 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 

 

Philip Fenner 

President 

North Cascades Conservation Council 

Seattle, Washington 

 

Wally Sykes 

Co-Founder 

Northeast Oregon Ecosystems 
Joseph, Oregon 

 

Nina Bell 

Executive Director 

Northwest Environmental Advocates 

Portland, Oregon 

 

Adrian Angulo 

Programs and Campaign Director 

Nuestra Tierra Conservation Project 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 

 

John R. Bridge 

President 

Olympic Park Advocates 

Sequim, Washington 
 

Gary Brown 

President & Chief Executive Officer 

Orange County Coastkeeper 

Costa Mesa, California 

 

John Persell 

Senior Staff Attorney 

Oregon Wild 

Portland, Oregon 
 

Erica Lighthsier 

Managing Director 

Park County Environmental Council 

Livingston, Montana 

 

Joan Brown 

Sister 

Partnership for Earth Spirituality 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 

 

Joyce Kennedy 

Executive Director 

People and Pollinators Action Network 

Niwot, Colorado 

 

Frances Oyung 

Program Manager 

Rogue Riverkeeper 
Ashland, Oregon 

 

Mike Eisenfeld 

Energy and Climate Program Director 

San Juan Citizens Alliance 

Farmington, New Mexico & Durango, 

Colorado 

 

Christine Canaly 

Director 
San Luis Valley Ecosystem Council 

Alamosa, Colorado 
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Caryn Miske 

Chapter Director 

Sierra Club – Montana Chapter 

Missoula, Montana 
 

Dave Willis 

Chair 

Soda Mountain Wilderness League 

Ashland, Oregon 

 

Maggie Rabb 

Executive Director 

Southeast Alaska Conservation Council 

Juneau, Alaska 
 

Katelyn Scott 

Water Protector 

Spokane Riverkeeper 

Spokane, Washington 

 

Genie Stevens 

Executive Director 

The Global Warming Express 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 

 

Scott Yundt 

Executive Director 

Tri-Valley Communities Against a Radioactive 

Environment 

Livermore, California 

 

Kelsey Shaw Nakama 

Policy and Advocacy Director 
Tualatin Riverkeeper 

Tualatin, Oregon 

 

Cindy Haws 

President 

Umpqua Natural Leadership Science Hub 

Myrtle Creek, Oregon 

 

Mark Hamm 

President 
Umpqua Valley Audubon Society 

Roseburg, Oregon 

 

Janice Reid 

President 

Umpqua Watersheds 

Roseburg, Oregon 
 

Gayle Killam 

Principal 

Water Policy Pathways 

Portland, Oregon 

 

Sarah Hunkins 

DC Representative 

Western Organization of Resource Councils 

Billings, Montana 
 

Melissa Newell 

Advocacy Coordinator 

Western Slope Conservation Center 

Paonia, Colorado 

 

Erik Molvar 

Executive Director 

Western Watersheds Project 
Hailey, Idaho 

 

Thomas Hollender 

Board Member 

White Mountain Conservation League 

Nutrioso, Arizona 

 

John Sztukowski 

Co-Executive Director/Conservation 

Wild Connections 
Colorado Springs, Colorado 

 

Rebecca Sobel 

Climate and Health Director 

WildEarth Guardians 

Santa Fe, New Mexico 

 

Juli Slivka 

Policy Director 

Wilderness Workshop 
Carbondale, Colorado 
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Michelle Emmons & Heather King  

Co-Executive Directors 

Willamette Riverkeeper 

Eugene, Oregon 
 

Aaron Bannon  

Executive Director  

Wyoming Wilderness Association  

Sheridan, Wyoming 

 

  

 


