Modernizing Oil & Gas Bonding & Cleanup Rules:
A Fair Fix for Jobs, Health & New Mexico’s Future

The Problem: A Legacy of Abandoned Wells Pollution,
An Unfair Bill for the Public

Oil and gas corporations have made billions drilling in New Mexico. When the wells stop
producing, too many companies walk away-leaving aging, leaking infrastructure
behind. These abandoned wells can leak toxins into our air and water, harm our health,
and cost the public millions in cleanup.

Right now, corporations are only required to set aside a tiny fraction of the money it
actually takes to safely plug and clean up their wells. That means New Mexicans are
left holding the bill-and the risk.

We can fix this with common-sense rules that ensure:
e If you drill'it, you clean it,

e Our land, water, and families are protected, and
e Communities get good-paying jobs cleaning up the mess.

What's at Stake: Health, Jobs & Accountability

Protecting Our Water & Health Creating Good Jobs Taxpayer Protection




The Fair Fix: Update the Rules So Polluters Pay

New Mexicans believe in fairness: If you make a mess, you clean it up. But outdated
bonding rules let oil and gas corporations drill now and skip out on cleanup later.

We're working together—community members, environmental and social justice
organizations, concerned residents, independent experts in oil and gas operations
and abandoned wells—to change that.

A new proposal to the Oil Conservation Commission would:
Modernize bonding rules to $150,000 per inactive or high-risk well

Require bonds for every well from operators with 15%+ idle wells to reduce financial
risk

Prevent operators who can't afford to plug wells or operators who have a record of not
following the rules from inheriting wells

Limit “temporary abandonment” at 8 years to end the abandonment loophole

Take Action:

We have a chance to update outdated rules and send a strong message: If they drill it, they
clean it. 100% of the time.

Your voice can make all the difference! Join our campaign to fix the bonding and cleanup
rules so the oil and gas corporations who make the mess are the ones who clean it up—
not the public.

Support stronger bonding &
clean up rules. . . .
Tell the Oil Conservation Commission:

If they drill it, they clean it. Save the

date for your chance to have your
voice heard at public hearings
Oct. 20-Nov. /!

Sign the petition today!

Learn more about our proposal at: https://bit.ly/keepnmenchanting



https://bit.ly/keepnmenchanting
https://act.sierraclub.org/actions/RioGrande?actionId=AR0450765

