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THANK YOU.
From all of us to all of you—thank you. In 2016, we worked in all 11 Western states providing 
our legal services to more than 185 clients—for free. Thank you for making this possible.

Karin P. Sheldon
Board President

Erik Schlenker-Goodrich
Executive Director

In Gratitude,

DEAR SUPPORTERS
We are undaunted and energized. How can that be, given the 
uncharted political waters we must now navigate? Because 
over our 24-year legacy we have proven our ability to use 
the full power of the law to safeguard the wildlands, wildlife, 
and communities of the American West, regardless of who 
occupies the White House. That power remains undiminished 
and our bedrock laws—from the Clean Water Act and National 
Environmental Policy Act to the Endangered Species Act—will 
continue to provide a strong defense against all who would 
exploit the West’s natural and cultural heritage. 

The people and communities we work with offer us a deep 
reservoir of power and hope for change. Indeed, in the last 
few months, we have been inspired by the passion and energy 
rising from our grassroots communities. As we move forward, 
we will amplify this energy, working with you and our 185 
partner groups to advance visionary strategies to defend 
the West, from the culturally rich Greater Chaco landscape 
of the Southwest to the ecologically rich ancient forests of 
the Northwest. And as we do so, we will stand with our wild 
cousins—the wolf, the wolverine, the lynx, the owl, and the 
salmon—just as we stand with you.

We welcome Karin P. Sheldon as the 
Western Environmental Law Center’s 

new board president.
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WE PROTECT
RESILIENT WILDLANDS

WELC secured protection for 100,000 acres of the nation’s wildest and most 
pristine rivers in Oregon’s Rogue-Siskiyou National Forest from nickel strip mining.

VICTORY! WILD RIVERS PROTECTED FROM NICKEL MINING 
In southwest Oregon’s Rogue-Siskiyou National Forest 100,000 acres are now 
protected from mining for 20 years, thanks to decades of work from WELC and our 
partners. This area contains the highest concentration of designated Wild Rivers in the 
contiguous U.S., and we’re continuing to work toward permanent protections.

VICTORY! MONTANA WATER RIGHTS DEFENDED
WELC won a huge victory before the Montana Supreme Court closing a loophole 
developers exploited for years to drill tens of thousands of unpermitted water wells 
across the state. Before our victory, a 200-unit subdivision could legally suck more 
than 650 million gallons of water annually without a permit. This is no longer the case.

VICTORY! STOPPING COAL TRAIN POLLUTION IN WA WATERWAYS 
Rail companies have for years transported toxic coal in open-top train cars, spilling an 
average of 500 pounds per car per trip into waterways. We convinced BNSF Railway 
Company to clean up its mess, donate $1 million to other environmental projects in 
Washington state, and study how to avoid this problem by covering the rail cars.

SAFEGUARDING NEW MEXICO’S WETLAND JEWELS
We’re setting the stage for greater protections in the Carson and Santa Fe National 
Forests of New Mexico by mapping forest areas critical to the resilience of these 
ecosystems, known as wetland jewels. This will help forest managers prioritize 
protection of these areas that provide important ecological functions.

DEVELOPING NATIONAL FOREST POLICY
Ever wonder how national forest policy is developed? Since 2012, WELC has 
participated in and co-chaired a federal advisory committee tasked with just this 
assignment: to provide advice and recommendations on the implementation of the 
Forest Service’s rules on forest management. WELC is your voice at the table.

We use strategic legal advocacy to build resilient communities and ecosystems 
that better respond to the threats of  climate change.
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PROTECTING YELLOWSTONE’S GRIZZLY BEARS
We’re preparing to stand up for Yellowstone’s grizzly bears—a population essential to the survival of the 
iconic North American species and crucial to the health of the Yellowstone ecosystem.

VICTORY! LYNX SOUTHERN ROCKIES RANGE ELIGIBLE FOR CRITICAL HABITAT PROTECTION
We successfully challenged a Fish and Wildlife Service decision to exclude the Canada lynx’s entire 
southern Rocky Mountain range, essential for the wildcat’s recovery, from designation as critical habitat. 
Next, we’ll ensure lynx habitat receives all the protections required by law, and needed for recovery.

VICTORY! DEFENDING WOLVES FROM WILDLIFE SERVICES
In 2015, we won an unprecedented victory against Wildlife Services in Washington state, stopping its wolf-
killing program. In 2017, we’re using the same legal strategy in Oregon to protect more wolves from this 
misguided wolf-killing program.

ENSURING PUBLIC INPUT ON FEDERAL FUR EXPORT PROGRAM
We’re challenging a federal program that facilitates the export of pelts and parts of bobcats and wolves 
killed in the U.S. without public review. 

STANDING UP FOR WOLVERINE ACROSS THE AMERICAN WEST
WELC successfully proved the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service illegally ignored science and violated the 
Endangered Species Act when it declined to list wolverine as endangered. Now, the agency must reconsider 
listing wolverine using the best available science.

WE DEFEND
NATIVE WILDLIFE

We protect and recover wildlife
indigenous to the American West and the 

healthy, functioning ecosystems they call home.

WE HELP KEEP NATURE IN BALANCE.
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WE ADVOCATE
FOR CLIMATE & HEALTH

We fight dirty energy while promoting a clean, renewable 
energy future in the American West.

VICTORY! KEEPING COAL POLLUTION OUT OF MONTANA’S WATER
Our legal action stopped a permit that would have allowed the Rosebud Mine to dump toxic heavy 
metals and other harmful pollutants into state waters without limits; a huge victory for clean water and 
communities across the state.

FIGHTING RELENTLESS FRACKING ON PUBLIC LANDS
We’re challenging 380,000 acres of oil and gas leases on public lands for which no accounting of climate 
impacts has taken place—a violation of the National Environmental Policy Act.

VICTORY! STOPPING THE JORDAN COVE LNG TERMINAL & PACIFIC CONNECTOR PIPELINE
Thanks to the tireless legal advocacy of WELC and our partners, the federal government officially 
rejected a proposed liquefied natural gas pipeline and export terminal in Oregon. We’re watching this 
project and should it get revived we will use the power of the law to fight it again.

WE’RE HELPING TERRY TEMPEST WILLIAMS SAFEGUARD THE CLIMATE FROM DRILLING 
The federal government has denied oil and gas lease bids from renowned author Terry Tempest Williams 
and her husband because they intended to develop those leases only if drilling proved compatible with 
climate science. We’re challenging that rejection in court.

PROTECTING GREATER CHACO CANYON AND ITS COMMUNITIES
In northwest New Mexico, 91% of public lands are leased for oil and gas development. Much of the 
remaining 9% is in sacred Greater Chaco. WELC represents native communities and other groups that 
want to protect Greater Chaco and its living communities from unstudied fracking.



109

VALLE VIDAL
CELEBRATES 10 YEARS

102,000 ACRES.  PROTECTED FOREVER.

Throughout the West, special places—enchantingly beautiful, priceless, and awe-inspiring—bring 
communities together. Imagine your favorite haven now: an ancient forest in the Northwest, a sweeping 
ridgeline in the Intermountain West, or a breathtaking desert canyon in the Southwest. Many of these 
lands are public lands owned by all Americans.

As westerners with home bases in New Mexico, Montana, Oregon, and Washington, we at the Western 
Environmental Law Center know our public lands well. Indeed, our public lands inspire us each and every 
day as we wield the full power of the law to safeguard the West’s wildlands, wildlife, and communities. 
So when our public lands come under threat, we step in to defend them. That’s precisely what happened 
a decade ago when the fossil fuel industry sought to lease and drill Northern New Mexico’s beloved 
Valle Vidal, the “Valley of Life,” for oil and gas.

A 100,000-acre paradise of rolling alpine meadows, aspen groves, high peaks, and forest in the heart of 
the Sangre de Cristo Mountains, the Valle Vidal—part of the Carson National Forest—rests atop fossil 

resources that were hungrily eyed by a Texas oil 
and gas company. In 2003, rumors swept through 
northern New Mexico that this company had 
asked President George W. Bush’s Energy Task 
Force to exploit the Valle Vidal. 

Given the Bush Administration’s coziness with 
the oil and gas industry, we were told that drilling 
in the Valle Vidal was inevitable and that we 
should try to cut a deal to protect what we could. 
But, with partners such as our good friends at 
Amigos Bravos, we talked with the community 
and received a crystal clear signal: these 
public lands weren’t for sale. The community’s 
determination in the face of seemingly impossible 
odds sparked an amazing, multi-year, community-
based campaign that presaged the “Keep it in 
the Ground” campaigns of today. The result: 
permanent legislative protection of the Valle Vidal 
from the threat of oil and gas drilling. 

We tell this story now for a simple reason: we’ve 
fought hostile administrations in the past, we 
know how to win, and we’re prepared, now, to 
stand with you and other Westerners to fight the 
Trump administration. 

The Valle Vidal campaign was grounded in several 
key principles. 

First, know your community. We hired two 
excellent organizers to reach out to county 
and town officials, local ranchers, businesses, 
sportsmen, boy scouts, and others. And in these 

conversations, we found common ground: a 
shared love of the Valle Vidal and the land’s 
watershed, wildlife, recreational, and ranching 
values. It was this common ground that provoked 
the community’s horror at the prospect of an oil 
and gas company turning the Valle Vidal into an 
industrial landscape for the sake of fossil fuel 
energy—energy we determined would power 
the country for a mere 30 hours. And it was this 
common ground that created the opportunity 
for a powerful community-based campaign that 
would be heard all the way in Washington, D.C.  

Second, build a coalition. Designing a well-
functioning coalition is essential to effective 
coordination and decision making. It allows you to 
secure resources for organizers, for education and 
outreach to media and political champions, for 
scientific and technical experts, and to integrate 
and harmonize different advocacy strategies. 
With the Valle Vidal campaign, we relied on a 
solid group of passionate, exceptional leaders to 
provide capacity and to navigate the coalition 
through complex community, legal, and political 
dynamics. Building off the community’s core 
values, the coalition enjoyed the support of more 
than 400 organizations, businesses, and local 
governments as well as an astounding 70,000 
individuals. 

Third, work the process. The Valle Vidal Coalition 
countered the political pressure emanating from 
the White House not only with the raw power of 



TWO WOMEN
TWENTY-THREE YEARS THEIR VISION

BECAME A TRUE LEGACY
In 2016, WELC had the bittersweet honor of 
celebrating Corrie Yackulic and Lori Maddox, 
both of whom retired after serving on our board 
of directors for 23 years. Corrie and Lori were 
honored at their final annual meeting, high in the 
Colorado mountains, amid an outpouring of love 
and appreciation from WELC’s staff and board.

These two amazing women helped found 
WELC in 1993, served as board president, and 
were instrumental in growing our organization 
in good times and sustaining it during the 
toughest challenges. It’s rare to have board 
members stay with an organization for so long, 
and we’re eternally grateful for Corrie and Lori’s 
commitment and dedication to WELC and its 
mission of protecting and defending the West.

Thanks to their leadership, WELC is stronger and 
more effective than ever. We wish Corrie and 
Lori continued success and happiness in their day 
jobs, which, not surprisingly, are also dedicated to 
making the world a better place.

Lori Maddox is 
associate director of  
the Environmental 
Law Alliance 
Worldwide in Eugene, 
Oregon.

Corrie Yackulic runs a 
private law practice in 
Seattle, Washington.

long, taking years of intense work to cultivate 
community and political support, to participate 
in agency planning and environmental review 
processes, to elevate the profile of an issue, and 
to introduce and pass legislation. With the Valle 
Vidal, serious advocacy began in 2003 but our 
conclusive victory—legislation—wasn’t secured 
until the end of 2006, and that was lightning fast. 

We think the story of the Valle Vidal campaign 
is helpful as we find ourselves facing the Trump 
Administration, which has moved aggressively 
to install pro-fossil fuel decision-makers in 
positions of power and to dismantle our bedrock 
conservation laws and policies essential to the 
protection of our public lands. We’ve faced similar 
threats in the past. To be clear, we do believe the 
Trump Administration presents new challenges, 
including to the very fabric of our democracy. 
But regardless of those challenges, we know that 
wielding the full power of the law hand-in-glove 
with communities is a tried-and-true strategy. 

The Valle Vidal was protected 10 years ago 
despite a hostile presidential administration. 
That protection will last forever. At the Western 
Environmental Law Center, we know we will 
outlast the current administration and, with every 
ounce of energy we possess, we will resist the 
administration’s attacks and continue our steady, 
strategic advocacy to secure lasting, durable 
protections for the West’s wildlands, wildlife, and 
communities. Together, we are strong; we are 
unified; and we will prevail.

our coalition, but with savvy, orchestrated use 
of the law. We used Freedom of Information Act 
requests to tease out the role of the White House 
and its conversations with El Paso Corporation. 
We leveraged bedrock laws such as the National 
Environmental Policy Act to make sure the 
Forest Service was serving the public and not 
the White House. We creatively used the Clean 
Water Act to secure watershed protections from 
New Mexico’s primary water quality regulator 
to outflank the Bush Administration and to fight 
back against the prospects of oil and gas drilling. 
Finally, we understood that for us to truly win, 

litigation—while a key tool we 
would not hesitate to use 

if appropriate—would 
not carry the day; 

we needed federal 
legislation that 

permanently 
protected the 
Valle Vidal.

Fourth, have 
patience. 
Campaigns are 

difficult and 
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WE ARE HUMBLED BY YOUR SUPPORT.
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We appreciate the generous contributions you 
make to support the Western Environmental Law 
Center’s work defending the wildlands, wildlife, and 
communities of the American West. Your gift made an 
impact and made our victories possible—thank you.

As a public interest law firm, we do not charge clients and partners for services, but rely 
instead on charitable gifts from individuals, families, and foundations to achieve our mission.
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Linda Martin
Mr. and Mrs. Joel W. Marx
Tyler M. Mason
Joel Masser
Mary Ann Matthews
Raymond A. Mayer
Daniel J. McAdam
Kari Boyd McBride
Cristina McCandless
Denis McCarthy, M.D. and 

Kate McCarthy
Kevin McClelland
Patrick J. McCormack
Bob McCoy
Robyn McCulloch
P. Brooks McGinnis
Celeste Mary McGlen
Sean McKeown
Larry D. McKnight
Adam and Nancy McLane
Cheryl McLean
Robert F. McLean
Ann E. McMann
Nadine and Ben Meeker
Roger D. Mellem
Julie A. Mellgren
June E. Mellgren
Millie and Jeff Mellgren

Adelaide and Richard W. Merkle
Elizabeth S. Merritt
Gail S. Meyers
Marcia Michaels
Yolande Michaels
Gaia Mika and Hank Brusselback
Saulius Mikalonis
Ken Miller
Linda J. and Philip S. Miller
Renae Miller
Michael Milstein, M.D.
Bob and Naomi Mindelzun
Catherine Miner
Dan Minnick
Carlotta Minter
Leigh and Carol Mintz
Rene Minz and Robert Brasted
Rebecca Mirsky
Chuck Missar
Karen Mitchell
David D. Moeller
Lena Moffitt
Erik Molvar
Jacki Montgomery
David Monthie
Pat Moore-Pickett
Chris Moore
T. Charles Moore
Thelma Moore
Jeff Morey
Clark and Georgia Morgan
Dan M. Morgan
Nancy Morris
Jack Morton and Mary Ellen White
Ruth I. Morton
Allyn and Joyce Mosher
Bob and Jan Mountjoy
Kathleen Moynihan
Virginia Mudd and Clifford Burke
David Muller and Kim M. Hubbard
Edward S. Munyak
Kenneth Murdoff
Mahlon and Liam Murphy
Linda and John Murtfeldt

Jean Muste
Kathryn Mutz
Bette K. Myerson
Gunther Nachtrab
Kevin Nadel
Lawrence D. Nagel
Barbara Nakata
Clyde Nakayama
David A. Naurath
Cynthia Neil
Thomas Nesbit
Craig Sterling Nettleton
Debbie Newell
Carol G. Newman
Carol and Casey Nicholas
Betsy S. Nichols
Nancy D. Nichols
Oliver S. Nickels
Dennis Niebuhr
William K. Nisbet
Deborah A. Noble
Jessica M. Nolan
Kenneth S. and Janet G. Nolley
Charles Nutzman
Roy O’Connor
Moira O’Hanlon
Daniel P. O’Neill
Alison O’Reilly
John and Lani Ochs
Sylvia Oliver
Court Olson
Beth Oneall
Martin W. and Martha L. Onishuk
Markus H. Opel
George W. Ordal
Maria Orms
John M. and Suzanne Otter
Sean Owen
Kathryn L. Owens
Robert J. Pabst
Charles M. Paden
Lavonne Painter
Theodore W. and Laramie Palmer
Karl W. and Isabelle C. Patten

18



Eric and Nora Patterson
Karen S. Patterson
Jean M. Paulk
Gunnar Paulsen
Julia A. Paulsen and 

Kevin O’Connor
Stephen M. and Jill Paulson
Martha and Warren Pavlat
William G. Pearcy
Jane C. Pedersen and Steve Somora
Michael A. Pelizzari
Thomas and Marie Louise

Penchoen
Mandy Pennefather
Randall B. and Roberta P. Perry
David H. Petersen
Roger S. Peterson
Stephen Peterson
Ellen Pfister
James E. Phelps
Donald A. Philipp
Damon R. Phillips
Susan S. and Roger S. Peirce
Garth Pintler
M. Teresa Pisaño
Spencer and Margot Platt
David and Kay Pollack
Steven Pordes
Constance Poten
James Pouilliard
Alicia Power
Douglas J. and Christine Preston
Paul H. Preusser
Karen Price
Elaine Priday
Lyndee Prill
Perry Prince
Richard A. Prodgers
Suzi Prozanski
Michael Prucker
Stephen W. and Sandra A. Pursell
Lois Purvis
Charles K. and Louise R. Quigley
Janice and Michael Quinn

Lee and Paul Quintana
Brad I. Raffle
Colleen S.W. and Kenneth H. Rand
Philip Ratcliff
Patricia A. Rathmann
Margaret C. Rawlins
Steven Raymen
Gretchen Reade
Elizabeth Readel
Fran M. Recht
Janet and Richard Reed
John M. Reed, Jr.
Mary Lou Reed
Robert C. Reedy
Margaret Regan
Arthur Reidel
Susan Ressler
Polly Rex
Patricia Reynolds
Rebecca J. Reynolds
Robert G. Ribe
Anthony Rice
Dennis G. Rice
Dwayne and Bette Rice
Margaret and David A. Rich
Terry Rich
Anita Richard
H. Allan and Helen Ridley
Noriko Riggleman and John Dixon
Cynthia Riley
David Roberts
Lisa Robertson
Rita Robillard
Daniel and Kay Robinhold
Barbara J. Robinson
Bill and Helen Rockett
William H. Rodgers, Jr.
Karen S. Rogers
Paul D. Rogland
Robert Rohwer
Trish Rolfe
Stephen W. Rose
H. Gerritt Rosenthal
Julianne Ross

Dena Ross and Dan Warner
Erno H. and Charlotte Ross
Sandra Rossi
Anne B. Rother
Linda Rowland
Peter Rozsa
Erica Rubin and Tom Swanson
John Rundquist
Samantha Ruscavage-Barz
Jean Rusciolelli
Thomas V. Rush
Robert Russell
Lynette Sahnow and Jeff Jones
Debra Salopek
Margie T. Sanford
Peter Saraceno
Mary Sarumi
Sally Saulvester
Marrick E. Sayers, Ph.D.
Elizabeth Scanlin
Rachel and Vince Scarlata
Joan and William Schellenger
Wayne and Gail Schimpff
Erich F. Schimps
Marvin Schinnerer
Pierre F. Schlemel
Erik Schlenker-Goodrich and

Rachel Conn
Dennis B. Schlenker
Elizabeth Schmidkunz and 

Glen G. Gibbons, Jr.
Edward A. Schmidt
Thomas and Elaine Schneider
Eric T. Schoenfeld
Carol and James Schott
Richard and Patricia Bugas

Schramm
David J. Schroeder
Donald R. Schuman
Suzanne Scollon
Mary Scurlock
Thomas Seddon
Douglas Sepkowitz
John Shafer

Christine Shaffer
Armen Shahinian
Patricia Sharkey
James H. and Katherine M. Shea
Stan Sheggeby
Karin Sheldon
Mary Anna Sherlock
Deejah and Ron Sherman-Peterson
John J.F. Sherrerd, Jr.
Ruth I. Shimondle
Ruth Shirley
Nathaniel Shoaff
Natalie Shuttleworth
Nathan T. Sidley
Kendrick J. Simila
Wendy S. Simmons
Lawrence J. Simon
Ruth Simon
Peter Sinclaire
Diane L. Sipe
Matthew L. Slick
Carol and William M. Smallwood
Brenda and Jarrett Smith
Cathleen Lynne Smith
Dave L. Smith
Franklin A. and Irmeli I. Smith
Jerry J. Smith
Kenneth B. and Susan W. Smith
Jeffrey A. Soots
Colleen Sorensen
Nancy Soriano
Joli and Michael Soule
Marianne Spitzform, Ph.D.
Dale and Regina Spoor
Susan Stack
Joyce Stahmann
June Stakun
J. Michael Starr
Gerry Stassinos
Edward G. Stauber
John H. Stead
Tyrone Steen
Laura and Rodger Steenhoek
Stacey Steep and Adam Pouilliard

19

Marc Steinberg
Susan L. Steinberg
Sandy Steinman
Donald T. Stephens
Jean Stevens
Frances W. Stevenson
Brian K. Stompe
John and Tamera Stone
George R. Stoops
Alex Street
Darol Streib
Mary Ellen Strote
Nicholas W. Sturch
Renee Such
Roberta L. and Bruce W. Sullivan
Ardis A. Sussell
Janet B. Svirsky
Phyllis Swackhamer
Julia Swanson Birchill
Grace Swanson
Kristy Swanson and James Birchill
Clark Sweeney
Karen Swenson and Jay Shue
Kristin Swim
Kathryn Swords
Wally Sykes
Gary and Teresa Tackman
Dalton and Nancy Tarwater
Chris Taylor
J. Holley Taylor
Donna Teare
Charlie Tebbutt
Brad Thacker
Toby Thaler and Becky Sukovaty
Patricia A. Theisen
Dieter Thigpen
Megan Thomas
Bruce K. Thompson
James W. Thompson
Linda Thompson
Peter Thompson
Thomas R. Thompson
Virginia C. Thompson
Duncan Thrasher

Richard R. Thweatt
George Tibbits
Sara Tiede
Jane R. Timmerman
Jim and Sara Tisdel
Sara Toubman
Joyce Trawle and Douglas Berg
Deborah W. and David W. Trotter
Joan and Louis N. Truskoff
Kristy Tucker and Joseph Flores
Richard Turk
Barbara Turner
Sean A. Tuten
Peter Uglesich
Ross and Kristin Ulibarri
Jesse and JoAnne Ulloa
Roberta T. Ulrich
Alvin W. Urquhart
Shirley C. Valentine
Jack M. Valpey, M.D.
Gerard and Rita Van Deene
Nita and Henk van der Werff
Kensal E. Van Holde
Ali Van Zee
Marion Ritchey Vance and 

John A. Vance
Mike Vandeman
Richard C. Vanderwyst and 

Barbara A. Hansen
Eberhard and Catherine Veit
Kathy and Stan Vejtasa
Moritz Vick
Joel G. Vignere
Patricia Vineski
Irene Vlach
Albert Voegeli
Eve Vogel
Joan Vogel
John M. Volkman
Peter Von Christierson
Peter H. and Josephine Von Hippel
David H. Von Seggern
Jack Gray and Mary Jo Wade
Jay Wakefield

Marie Wakefield
Stephen P. Walker
Gary Wallmark
Tracy Wallschlaeger
Marilyn D. Walster and 

Sidney E. Friedman
Dick Walton and Susan Newell
John G. Ward
Jane and Steve Wardlaw
Betty G. Ware
Laura Ware
Richard and Doris Waring
Nancy E. Warner, M.D.
Maurice Warner
Glenna Waterman
Frank T. Watrous III
A.J. and Susana Watson
Matthew Watson
Frederick Wearn
Jo Ann Weaver and 

Roland Atkinson
Jeffrey A. Weih
Andrew Weiner
William Weiss
Christine L. Wells
Dorothy Wells and Gary Grief
Janet Westbrook
Scott and Mary Westerlund
Douglas E. Westfall
Howard J. Whitaker
Thomas White
Claudia Whitnah
Cristy Wickman
Michael and Janey Wiederhold
Christian J. Wihtol and 

Jody Rolnick
Sarah and Stephen Wilder
Gail Wilke
Paul and Jane Wilken
Christopher and Priscilla Williams
Jack Wills
James Wilson
Molly A. Wilson and Jay A. Janin
Reed M. Wilson

Robert E. Wilson
Steven M. Wilson
Robin Winfree and Mark Andrew
Edward Winter and Jan Nelson
John and Jill Winter
Robin and Gerald Wisdom
Janet Witzeman
Terry P. Wizig
Donald L. Wolf
Mike A. Wolf
Michael Wolfe
David C. Wood
Beth L. Woodward
Steven Woolpert
Thomas K. and Lois E. Worcester
Kathleen Worley
Edward Wozniak
Jan Wroncy and Gary Hale
Cynthia Wutchiett and Robin Smith
Jill Wyatt
Corrie J. Yackulic
Jane and Lawrence Yazzie
John and Lavinia Ycas
Glenn Yocum and Emelie Olson
Sara Youhas
Katherine Young
James R. Yurchenco
Rob Zako and Kayleen Hanna
Ben Zuckerman
Ellen Zweibel

20



Anonymous
Anonymous Donor of The

Connable Office, Inc.
444S Foundation
Agerter Judd Family Fund at the

East Bay Community
Foundation

Aria Foundation
Bella Vista Foundation
Bill Healy Foundation
Blue Oak Foundation
Burning Foundation
Cabin Fund of the Santa Fe

Community Foundation
Charles Schwab
Charlotte Martin Foundation
The Chicago Community

Foundation
Christopher and Priscilla Williams

Fund of The Oregon
Community Foundation

Cinnabar Foundation
Cross Charitable Foundation
Day Family Foundation
E*TRADE Securities LLC
Energy Foundation

Environment Foundation
Environmental Defense Fund
Eugene and Emily Grant Family

Foundation
The Eugene N. and Margaret C.

Bruce Family Fund
Evergreen Hill Fund of The

Oregon Community Foundation
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Firedoll Foundation
Guacamole Fund
Horne Family Foundation
The Jewish Community

Federation and Endowment
Fund

John Hirschi Donor Advised
Fund of the Wichita Falls Area
Community Foundation

Jubitz Family Foundation
Just Woke Up Fund of the Santa

Fe Community Foundation
K Foundation
Kalispel Tribe of Indians
Kenneth White Trust
KMS Financial Services
Maki Foundation

Margaret W. Reed Foundation
The Max and Anna Levinson

Foundation
McCune Charitable Foundation
Mertz Gilmore Foundation
Mitchell David Solomon

Foundation, Inc.
Nell Newman Foundation
New-Land Foundation
Northern Trust Charitable Giving

Program
Northwest Fund for the

Environment
Patagonia Environmental Grants

Program
Peter and Josephine Von Hippel

Family Fund of the Bank of
America Charitable Gift Fund

The Purple Lady/Barbara J.
Meislin Fund

Resources Legacy Fund
Roots to Leaves Fund
Rose Foundation for

Communities and the
Environment

Ruth I. Morton Fund of the

Rochester Area Community
Foundation

Sallie and Alan Gratch Family
Fund at the Whitefish
Community Foundation

The Satterberg Foundation
Schwab Charitable Fund
Seattle Foundation
Second Anonymous Fund of the

Santa Fe Community
Foundation 

Shared Earth Foundation
Swinomish Indian Tribal

Community
Taos Community Foundation
Tides Foundation
Turner Foundation
Vanguard Charitable
Vanguard Charitable Endowment

Program
Weeden Foundation
Wilburforce Foundation
Winky Foundation

FOUNDATIONS & CHARITABLE FUNDS 

Applied Scientific 
Instrumentation, Inc.

Blackfoot River Brewing
Company

The Boeing Company Gift Match
Program

Caffry and Flower, Attorneys at
Law

Cid’s Food Market
Copy Queen of Taos

Corrie Yackulic Law Firm,
P.L.L.C.

Deschutes Brewery, Inc.
Dr. Bronner’s Magic Soaps
Five Star Burgers
KW Botanicals, Inc.
Lewis & Clark Brewing Company
Marrone Construction, Inc.
Mountain Rose Herbs
Movement Media 

New Belgium Brewing Company
Oakshire Brewing
Oregon Country Fair
Organically Grown Company
Orvis
Overlode, Inc.
Paradigm Winery
Petree Nursery and Greenhouses
Skjersaa Group at Duke Warner

Realty

State Street Foundation, Inc.
Trillium Natural Foods Organic

Grocery
United Way of the Columbia

Willamette
Wet Rock Gardens Flower Farm
Winter Green Farm
World Cup Café
YourCause - PG&E Corporation

Foundation Matching Gifts

ORGANIZATIONS, BUSINESSES & EMPLOYEE GIVING PROGRAMS
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“Thanks for the great work you 
do to protect our land, air, water, 

and livelihoods!”

JESSICA M. NOLAN
WELC DONOR
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350 Colorado
350 Eugene
Adopt A Wolf Pack
Alliance for the Wild Rockies
American Rivers
American Whitewater
Amigos Bravos
Appalachian Mountain Club
Archaeology Southwest
Arizona Wilderness Coalition
Bark
Be the Change
Betty Jane Lannen
Blue Mountains Forest Partners
Bob and Gail Barker
Boulder-White Clouds Council
Californians for Alternatives to Toxics
CalUWild
Cascadia Wildlands
Center for Biological Diversity
Center for Environmental Law and Policy
Center for Food Safety
Central Sierra Environmental Resource Center
Chaco Alliance
Chama Peak Land Alliance
Citizens for a Healthy Community
Citizens for a Healthy Fort Collins
Citizens for Clean Air
Citizens for Sustainable Development
Clancy-Unionville Task Force
Clark Fork Coalition
Clean Air Task Force
Clean Energy Action

Clean Water Action
Climate Culture Collaborative
Climate Solutions
Co-Op Members Alliance
Coalition for Clean Affordable Energy
Coast Range Association
Coast Range Forest Watch
Colorado Chapter, Global Catholic Climate

Movement
Colorado Coalition for a Livable Climate
Colorado People’s Alliance
Columbia Riverkeeper
Community Association for Restoration of the

Environment
Community for Sustainable Energy
Concerned Citizens of the Yakama Reservation
Conservation Angler
Conservation Colorado
Conservation Northwest
Conservation Voters New Mexico
Cottonwood Environmental Law Center
Crag Law Center
Dakota Resource Council
Defenders of Wildlife
Diné Citizens Against Ruining Our Environment
Earth Island Institute
Earthjustice
Earthworks
Eco Elders
Eco-Justice Ministries
EnergyShouldBe.org
Environment America
Environmental Defense Fund

Environmental Protection Information Center
Food and Water Watch
Footloose Montana
Fort Collins Sustainability Group
Frack Free Colorado
Friends of Animals
Friends of the Bitterroot
Friends of the Clearwater
Friends of the Columbia Gorge
Friends of the Earth
Friends of the Wild Swan
Friends of Toppenish Creek
George Wuerthner
Gifford Pinchot Task Force
Grand Canyon Trust
Grand Canyon Wildlands Council
Great Old Broads for Wilderness
HECHO: Hispanics Enjoying Camping, Hunting,

and Outdoors
Helena Hunters and Anglers Association
High Country Conservation Advocates
High Sierra Hikers Association
Horse Creek Water Users
Hydropower Reform Coalition
Institute for Fisheries Resources
Interfaith Power and Light
Karuk Tribe
Katrin and Kevin Chandler
Kettle Range Conservation Group
Klamath Forest Alliance
Klamath Riverkeeper
Klamath-Siskiyou Wildlands Center
Kootenai Environmental Alliance
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CLIENTS & PARTNERS
WE WORKED WITH MORE THAN 185 ORGANIZATIONS AND INDIVIDUALS IN 2016. 
TOGETHER, WE TACKLE THE AMERICAN WEST’S MOST PRESSING ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES.

24

Lakewood Renewable Energy
Law Offices of Charles M. Tebbutt
League of Conservation Voters
Los Padres ForestWatch
Lummi Indian Nation
McKenzie Flyfishers
Moms Clean Air Force
Montana Chapter of Backcountry Hunters and

Anglers
Montana Ecosystems Defense Council
Montana Elders for a Livable Tomorrow
Montana Environmental Information Center
Montana Wilderness Association
Montana Wildlife Federation
National Parks Conservation Association
National Wildlife Federation
Native Ecosystems Council
Native Fish Society
Natural Resources Defense Council
New Mexico Audubon Council
New Mexico Backcountry Hunters and Anglers
New Mexico Physicians for Social Responsibility
New Mexico Wilderness Alliance
North Cascades Conservation Council
North Metro Neighbors for Safe Energy
Northcoast Environmental Center
Northern Plains Resource Council
Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission
Oregon Coast Alliance
Oregon Shores Conservation Coalition
Oregon Wild
Our Children’s Trust

Pacific Coast Federation of Fishermen’s
Associations

Pacific Rivers
Pasado’s Safe Haven
Pipeline Awareness Southern Oregon
Powder River Basin Resource Council
Predator Defense
Project Coyote
Protect Our Loveland
PSE Healthy Energy
Public Employees for Environmental

Responsibility
Public Justice
Puget Soundkeeper Alliance
RE Sources for Sustainable Communities
Rio Arriba Concerned Citizens
Rocky Mountain Peace and Justice Center
Rocky Mountain Wild
Rogue Climate
Rogue Flyfishers
Rogue Riverkeeper
San Juan Citizens Alliance
Sierra Club
Sierra Club - Grand Canyon Chapter
Sierra Club - Rio Grande Chapter
Sierra Club - Washington State Chapter
Sierra Club Environmental Law Program
Sierra Forest Legacy
Sky Island Alliance
Socially Responsible Agriculture Project
Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance
Spokane Riverkeeper/Center for Justice

Steamboaters
Sustainable Northwest
Swan View Coalition
Swinomish Indian Tribal Community
Terry Tempest Williams and Brooke Williams
The Lands Council
The Wilderness Society
Transition Fort Collins
Trout Unlimited
Turner Endangered Species Fund
U.S. Climate Plan
Umpqua Watersheds
Upper Green River Alliance
Upper Missouri Breaks Audubon Society
Vibrant Planet
Wall of Women Colorado
Wallowa-Whitman Forest Collaborative
Waterkeeper Alliance
Western Colorado Congress
Western Organization of Resource Councils
Western Resource Advocates
Western Slope Conservation Center
Western Watersheds Project
What’s Up Stream
WildEarth Guardians
Wilderness Watch
Wilderness Workshop
Wildlands Network
Willamette Riverkeeper
Wolf Haven International
Wyoming Outdoor Council
Yellowstone Valley Audubon Society



A complete audited financial report will be available in August.

REVENUE             $1,969,189
33%	 Program Services	 $641,213
38% 	Foundation Grants 		  $742,334
28%	 Contributions 	 $556,676
1%	 Investment & Other Income 	 $28,966

FINANCIAL REPORT 2016
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EXPENSE        
81%	 Program	  $1,430,812
10%	 Fundraising	 $184,908
9%     Administrative	 $159,269

$1,774,989

81%

10%
9%

38%

33%28%
1%

Photo credits: Cover California by Joe Parks; pages 3, 4, and 9 New Mexico by Jim O’Donnell Photography; page 6 Grizzly bear cubs © iStockPhoto.com/Wanderluster; page 8 New Mexico by 
BLM; page 11 by Erik Schlenker-Goodrich; page 13 © iStockPhoto.com/MonaMakela; page 22 Oregon by Thomas Shahan; pages 23-24 Crater Lake, Oregon by Yumian Deng; Back Cover 
California by Steven Bratman; Envelope by BLM.
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President
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Vice-President
Kevin Kirchner
Treasurer

Phil Katzen
William Leaphart
Mike Lindsay
Dr. Lisa Manning
Dyan Oldenburg

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

STAFF
Erik Schlenker-Goodrich
Executive Director
Matthew Bishop, Attorney
Rocky Mountains Office Director
Susan Jane Brown, Attorney
Wildlands & Wildlife Program Director 
Peter M. K. Frost
Attorney
Sarah Lynn Goeth
Individual Gifts Coordinator
Dina Gonzales
Administrative Coordinator
Andrew Hawley
Attorney
Shiloh Hernandez
Attorney 
Laura King
Attorney
Shannon Laun
Attorney

David Lawlor
Director of Development
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Attorney
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Finance Officer
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Director of Communications
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LOCATIONS
Eugene, Oregon
Taos, New Mexico
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CONNECT WITH US
westernlaw.org    
info@westernlaw.org 
541-485-2471
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DID YOU KNOW?
We balance and offset our 
environmental footprint 
by purchasing Renewable 
Energy Certificates, Carbon 
Offsets, and Water Restoration 
Certificates®
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YOU CAN HELP DEFEND THE WEST AT WESTERNLAW.ORG/DONATE
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WE DEFEND THE WEST.  EVERY DAY.

We are a nonprofit, public interest 

environmental law firm. We wield the 

power of the law to safeguard the 

wildlife, wildlands, and communities 

of the American West.


